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Preface

Dear Parents,

In Hesse primary school (Grundschule) finishes after 4 school years. Then the children transfer to
school (weiterfihrende Schule). During the applicatiorepn Year 4 you will have to make some deci-
sions. That is not always easy. We would like to help you with this brochure. Here you will find the
the questions:

Which course of education (Bildungsgang) is right for my child?

What is theffirence between a course of education (Bildungsgang) and type of school?
What is the application procedure in Year 4?

Which secondary schools (weiterflihrende Schulen) are there in Offenbach?

Where can | get advice?

If you need more information abduwttei t er f ¢ hrende Schul eno i n Of
primary school ?fA from the municipal parents?®o
Year 4 and explains in detail what the different weiterfuHesnideCBténbach offer and what their spe-
cialist areas are.

We hope that you will find this information useful.

PaulGerhard Weif3
Head of Offenbach education department (Bildungsdezernent der Stadt Offenbach)

Rolf Joachim Rebell
Head of the Offenbecbhni ci pal parentsdé council (Stadtel:

ol
.. Brochure ¥
What's next after =

fPfima,.y school?”

www.offenbach.de/schule

rom the Municipg)
Pparents’ councij|
\ (Stadtelternbeirat)

(- | o
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1. Summary: Theehool system and transferring to secondary sch

(Gymnasium). (There are no longer any Hauptschul
or Realschulen in the state education system in Offe
bach). In addition, you can also name yawedprefe
school (first and second choice).

The difference between Bildungsgang and type of
school is explained in Chapter 3, Chapter 4 explains
the application procedure, and the range of schools
Offenbach is described in Chapter 5.

-Recommendations omaking your decision

You should not pressure your child with your decisic
Children develop differently and sometimes need
InGermanyhe federal states (Bundeslander) are rg1ore time and help with learning. So maybe an inte
sponsible for school laws. With 16 federal states, giigiée Gesamtschule would be a better choice than
are big differences. In this chapter you will find a aionasium. The decisiondsbeunade based on
mary ofhe rules in Hessim particular about trans- the performance of the child and their motivation to
ferring to secondary school (weiterfihrende Schule)¢ 2ar n rat her than accor

wishes.
-Compulsory Schooling Please keep in mind that if successful participation i
Children in Hesse must go to school for a minimuti®&ghosen Bildungsgang cannot be expected, chil-
nine years. dren can be moved different type of school at the
end of Year 5 and Year
- Primary SchodGrundschule) proval (fiQuerversetzung

Between the ages of six andkées gld children at- Sium to an integrierte Gesamtschule. Parents shoul
tend their local primary school (Grundschule). At f#fgrefore consider their choice carefully!
end of Year 4 Grundschule finishes and the childi#hChapter 2 you will$mae helpful advice.

transfer to a weiterfuihrende Schule. ) o
- Schoolleaving qualifications

-Transferring to a weiterfilhrende Schule Pupils receive a scHeaVing certificate in Year 9 at

From year 5 children attend a weiterfilhretele ScHije earliest. If their level of performance is good, the
During the application procedure in Year 4, the cl&8§ then reach the next highest qualification, right u
teacher will recommend which course of educatiof® A levels (Abitur). _ B
(Bildungsgang) your child should take. It is the pafelf@®te3 explains the different sééadhg qualifi-
however who make the decision. This is regulate@@ions and an info box shows the various possibili-
the school law. You can choose beteeen t ties.

AfHauptschul bil dungsgango6, the fAReal schulbil d
gangod or the grammar s‘gQY'%e@rl'dSltPRW@_r se of educat:
(fiGymnasial bil dungs ganY§w frundsphyle vlipgsist angd pdyige yau {1 gk
Aipreferredo type of s cyRUpdsgision The schogl will alse give arecgmymer
of the city of Offenbach you can choose between @gtion on which Biidsgang is suitableyfarr child

dial school (Forderschule), integrated comprehengigénentioned aboveu will find information on get-
school (integrierte Gesamtschule) or grammar scfipgladvice in Chapter 6
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2. Making responsible decisions

What do schools expect from parents? —

Schools expect parent

school attendance and to actively take pardin sc' .

life. Parents should: t
Y

-send their children to school regularly,

- give them a healthy packed lunch/breakfast to i
with them,

- provide the right materials (exercise books, pe
for example),

- ensure that they can learn and do theivtidk
in peace and quiet at home, school. Perhaps they will feel insecure at the begir

-take part i n pteachemt s 6ning,\b with yogr$elp apdasupeort they will cope
meetings and school festivities. well with the change.

Parents can arrange appointments with teacherdHbwever, the change to secondary seliteo! (w

they have questions. Parents who require translétiorende Schule) also has its advantages:

can contact theirclasstieac . The Parentsd Council

(Elternbeirat) can also help with questions or prob¥¢our child will get to know new children and teacher

lems. Parents in each class vote for their represeiar can choose a course of education (Bildungs

tive on the parentso6 coamg) |amwhot yagd soff ogch d

dealings with teaching staff or the school administi@s, motivation to learn and workiagidartiie

tion. difference between Bildungsgang and type of
school is explained in Chapter 3).

What does th&ansfer to secondary school

(weiterfuhrende Schule) mean for your child?  You can choose a weiterfihrende Schule accordin

How can you support him/her? to your childoés interes
ist areas such as languages, sport or music. There
Your childdés | ast vy e arae alsodiffererices i dagycare supporodffers(a®ir

schule) has started. Your child has almost certaidBvelopment measures. You can get detailed infor
settled in well in the last few years. Thelgeknow t mation straight from the weiterfiihrende Schulen
children in their class and the teachers. They hatleemselves, for example on their websites.

made friends. Now in Year 4 your child belongs to

the fAbiggesto in the srouslooldinclude hoartchildin theeloicesof f e
strength and security. school. Ask therhat/would be important for them
From Year 5 a lot of that will change. Your child atilh new school or how they would like various faci
attend a new schatth new teachers and new pu-ties or activities.

pils. They will then belong to the fAsmall est
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What is different at secondary school (weiter ~ The answers can give you an indication of the suit:
fuhrende Schule)? ble course of education (Bildurgjs@lall the
guestions can be answer
From Year 5 there are major subjects (German, mar school (Gymnasium) is perhaps the right
Mathematics and a foreign lanpaageell as mi-  choice).
nor subjects. There are new subjects on the timeta-
ble (for example Biology and Geography). ThereRFatee as e bear i n mind yol
therefore more specialist teachers who are respoasists!
ble for the class.
Clearly parents always want the best for their chil-
What should you consider when making your  dren. But many parentsavdé their child to
choice? transfer to Gymnasium in Year 5 and take their Abi
tur there. However, such a decision can put the chi
The decisive facs when making your choice under pressure if they do not (yet) have the appror
should be your chil dbésatleeasrknilng .ddwoamldd prbentd,
performance level, motivation to learn and workingt get a recommendd&toiGymnasium from pri-

behaviour. mary school (Grundschule). Every-lectvind
certificate paves the way for a good start in working

Here are some questions to help you: life and with the right performance every qualificati

- Does your child like going to school? can be built upon. The courses of education (Bl

- Do they take an interestarefsons? dunggéange) in Germany ftegible and offer op-

- Do they participate regularly in class? portunities to switch, as shownimfdH®ox in

- Does your child like to read regularly? Chapter 3 and the diagram in Chapter 5

- Can they write stories well?
- Can they concentrate on their homework?
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3. Courses of education, types of sclamol schocleaving certificates

The school law in Hesse states that in the applicBildungsgang. From Year 7 they are taught at diffe

tion procedure in Year 4, parents must decide oreat levels according to their learning and perfor-

course of education (Bildungsgatiifahild. mance development in more and more subjects,

They can choose between the Hauptschulbildungsich reflects the different Bilgangs. Five of

gang, Realschulbildungsgang or the Gymnasiunitiilsix integrierte Gesamtschulen in Offenbach fini

dungsganfar ent s al so ¢ hoois¥eard0. lfiip possibleto take theHatpisghd

of school. In the state school system in Offenbadcbschluss and Realschulabschluss there or pupils

these are: special school (Féctale), ingeated are allowed to transfer to sixth form (gymnasiale

comprehensive school (integrierte Gesamtschul®lmerstufe), for example at a GymnAsime.

grammar school (Gymnasium) (in the state schowitegrierte Gesamtschule in Offenbaci{&adith

system in the city of Offenbach there are no mor8chule) it is possible to take Abitur.

Hauptschulen or Realschulen). You will learn more about the types and range of
schools in the city of Offenbach in Chapter 5.

What is the difference between a course of edu-

cation (Bildungsgangnd a type of school? How do the different Bildungsgange vary?

As described above there are 3 courses of educatauptschulbildugsgang

(Bildungsgange): This Bildungsgang prepares pupils above all for vo
cational training. Knowledge and skills are conveye

- Hauptschulbildungsgang in practiceriented lessons. With the right perfor-

- Realschulbildungsgang mance, school attendance can be continued in Ye:

- Gymnasialbildungsgang. 10.

At the end of Year 9 the pupilstdttapischul
In addition, there are types of school where thesabschluss. The exams consist of final papers in the
Bildungsgéange are taugi. @mnasialbil major subjects (German, Mathematics and the first
dungsgang for example can be completed at thigoreign language) as well as a presentation (projec
type of school ( A Gy mn appraisaih dHpweeem te resuitethatene pchisve
bildungsgang at the Hauptschule type of school.in the current school year alsotcaartls the
Hauptschulabschluss. Pupils with high performanc

In the state school system in Offenbach there arattainthe sec a | | e d i qsohalébicthyl iursg

the following types of school: (fiqual i fi zi esrcehnlduesns oHa.u
lows them to continue attending school and to atta

- Forderschule Realschulabschluss after the efehoflO.

-integrierte Gesamtschule C School can continue after Hauptschule. The

- Gymnasium. Hauptschulabschluss can be built upon.

There are types of school that offer several Bil
dungsgénge (either two or all 3 Bildungsgange
such as the integrierte Gesamtschule.

In the integrierte Gesamtschule all tHeg8il
gange are combined. Chiidr&ear 5 and 6 learn
all together without being assigned to a particular
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Realschulbildungsgang Gymnasialbildungsgang

This Bildungsgang provides a broader gereral edihe grammar school Bildungsgang (gymnasiale
cation. It prepares pupils for working life as well 8dungsgang) is particularly suitable for talented,
for further education. Somgests can be chosen topperforming and highly motivailedech The
according to performance and interests, for exarBjldungsgang provides a broad-dagtimgeneral

a second foreign language can be chosen in Yea&ddcation. The grammar school (Gymnasium) allo
At the end of Year 10 the pupils attain R&alschulpupils to set priorities according to their preference
schluss. As in the Hauptscéeltélss the exam and abilities. However, they have to be able to wor
consists of two parts (see padeealschulab and learn independently. A seoaidrf language
schluss qualifies for vocational training or furthercan usually be learned from Year 6. The Gymnasit
schooling. Pupils with high performaintéheatt prepares pupils for university, but a professional
Aqgual i fyisncgh |Riesaslos c(hiugl udahiningfqualificagon is alst possible.

Real schul abschl usso) . CTihegymnasiale Bilduadsdamgissomplétes m

transfer to sixth form (gymasiatstOies. withAbitur 6 Al | gemei ne )Hochsc
C School can continue after Realschule. The
Realschulabschluss can be built upon. The Billungsgénge are flexible and with the right

performance, every schdeaving qualification
can be built upon!

Goal: Hauptschulabschluss

1 Transfer to a vocational school (berufliche SehGleajiser 5)

9 Transfer to a production school (Produktionsschule for exampl®theSTART
at the Adult Education Centre (vhs))

Goal: Realschulabschluss

1 Attendance of Year 10, for example at an integrierte Gesamtsck
(Requiremendr H&Qwu@t Idhuuli &eben

9 Transfer to a berufliche Schule (see Chapter 5)

Goal: Abitur
9 Transfer to Year 11 at a Gymnasium
9 Transfer to Year 11 at a berufliche Schule (see Chapter 5)

Vocational training
9 Apprenticeship in a company together withiateed at a Ber uf sschul
1 Fultime schodlased training (for example at a berufliche Schule)

Degree course
9 at a university or (technical) college.
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Late completion of Hasphulabschluss
9 At an Adult Education Centre (Volkshochschute) (dJoe d fAext ernal qu

Late completion of Realschulabschluss

9 At an Adult Education CentresfMmhschule){sca | | ed Ae»
gual i ficati ono -fased)xattieeReasahuleXds
adults (in the city of Offenbach at the Geteetintisiche Schulen) ¢
at an evenirfgealschule (Abendrealschule)

education con-
tinue during

adulthood?

Late completion of Abitur
1 at an evenifgymnasium (Abendgymnasium) or Hessenkolleg

4. The application procedure in Year 4

When applying for secondary school (weiterfuhrevitide given an application form during the discus-

Schule) you must make various decisions and stsitan.

your preferences. You will be suppadeadvised

during this process. There are deadlines that yod. Paents decide and fill out the application form

have to keep. The application procedure is as foff You decide which course of education (Bildungs

lows: gang) your child should attend from Year 5:
HauptschulRealschubder gymnasialer Bil

1. Primary schools (Grundschulen) inform the dungsgang,

parents fYou speci ftypeohschaghr e f e

ferr
I'n the first half yearmnyduham¥eéfavedithodd (first 8ntl Sefonde v
place at Grundschule. &lggge information onthe preference).

transition to weiterfiihrende Schule and the applica-

tion procedure. You have to hand in the application form at your
Grundschule BY March

2. Secondary schools (weiterflihrende Schulen)

inform the parents 5. The class conference recommends-a Bil

The weiterfihrende Schulen provide informationdungsgang

about themselves at events or on their websites All teachers who teach your child at Grundschule
come together in a class conferEmegtalk

3. Discussion with the class teacher about the child, their strengths and weaknesses, a

With your chil dds cl asegomménd&HBldufigsging.Thefkiaré fvdl gossib
education can continue after Grundschule. This gytcomes:

meeting will take place @bt Februaryyou
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teryo is carried out by
ity, dasStaatliche Schulamt. This means that the ap
plications, that is all

bookedd schoolpupilswhedop ut
not get a place are therefore selected by chance.
For these children the second choice is taken into
consideration.

It is possible that your second choice school is alst
very popular and that there are no free spaces. Thi
this choice canat considered either. In this case
the Staatliche Schulamt will contact you and name
the school that can give your child a place.

If you do not agree with the result of the random se
C If the Bildungsgang which you have chosen Claretion procedure, you can appeal to the Staatliche
responds to the recommendation of the class coS8fghitlamt. An appieablves costs (You can get in-
ence, the Grundschule forwardgpfieation form formation on this from the Staatliche Schulamt,

to the weiterfiihrende Schule which you have naireld69 80043.

as your first choice.

The application procedure for children with spe-
¢ If the Bildungsgang which you have chosen deieseducational needs
notcorrespond with the recommendation of the
class conference, you will be invited to a secondFor children who for example have particular diffict
consultation semsi The teacher will discuss with ties with learning, an apmitaan be made for
you the reasons for the class conference recommeeeial needs support (sonderpadagogische Forde
dation and your assessment. However, the final deyg). Children who have been identified as needir
cision is in your hands. You must tell the Grund-special educational support (sonderpadagogische
schule your final decisiobttpyApril If you do not  Férderbedarf) can take various routes after Year 4
give the Grundschaileew decision by this date, You can choose between inclusivéirsghoo
the Grundschule will forward the application forngitilusive Beschulung) and special education clas-
the weiterfuhrende Schule, which you named asses. Inklusive Beschulung means learning togethe
your first choice. The Grundschule also forwardsatle children without special educational needs.
class conference recommendation. Special education classes take place together with
children who all have special needs.
6. The weiterflihrende Schule contaats y
In general you will hear by about the end of MaySo posslb is:
from the school that has given your childaplaceCi ncl usi ve schooling (i
C Special school (Férderschule)
It is havever possible that your wistothe taken
into consideration, as there are schools that recetis also possible to change from a special school
more applications than they have fres.dpaic Ainklusive Beschulungo
these school s a randormesamticlule)f i on procedure o
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Deadlines that must be kept: C For children who have been identifiedrag ha
special educational needs (sonderpadagogische

To transfeota Forderschule: Forderbedarf) for the first timegalled support

C You must submit an application to your Grund&s o mmi t t ee (fAF°rder aussc

schule for enrolment in a Forderschiih lye- 5h March(the Forderausschuss will make a recom-

cember mendation about the type, extent and orgaifisation
the sonderpadagogische Forderung). For children

If you would like inklusive Beschulung: who have already been identified as having sondel

C You will be advised by your class teadher  padagogische Fotustarf, this Férderausschuss

the special school teacher about inBesive can take place affMarch

schulung up 2&th February

C You must hand in your application form to yolarents can get further information from the Staat-
Grundschule Byh Marchor if your child isata  liche Schulamt, Teld @905®.

Forderschule, submit it to the Férderschule.

Summary of dates:

I nformation evening for Before the Ct

Application for enrol men
children with sonderp""daBy ceth PDeeer
Advisory meeti ngchfulre par by 25th Febr
Deadline for submitting by 5th March

Advi sory meeting for par

does not corresp&ndebomimlmmed'atEIy ¢

Parents inforaonf tthlee iGr ufnidr

Bildungsgang by 5th April

I nf ormation to parents f By the end of
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5. Types and range of schools in the city of Offenbach

Klasse Grundschule (Klasse4)

> Forderschule Integrierte Gymnasium
Gesamtschule

9 BO oder HS#

10

Gymnasiale{
Oberstufe

11*

12*

13* Abitur

Various shooHeaving qualifications can be attained at vocational scho
These are: Hauptschulabschluss, Realschulabschluss,
Fachhochschulreife, Abitur.

BO= vocational schimaving certificate (Berufsorientierender Abschluss) /
HSA= HauptschulabschluBS$ A= Realschulabschluss
* Year 11 (Klasse 11): Introductory Phase (Einfilhrungsphase) / Year 12 (Klasse 12): Que
(Qualifizierungsphase 1) / Year 13 (Klasse 13): Qualification Phase Il (Qualifizierung:
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The chart shows the differess tyfpschool from

Year 5 in the state school system of the city of
fenbach. The types of school are explained in th
chapter.

The diagram also shows that with the right perfo,
mance each schedving qualification can be buil
upon.

C AfteHauptshulabschlusBealschulabhluss
can be achieved.
C After Realschulabschluss it is possible to transfer

to sixth form (gymnasiale Oberstufe). LudwigDernSchule Its focal point is learning.
That means pupils with particular learning difficultie

receive help here. The school finishes in Year 9 ar
Types and range of schools in the city of Offen-P UP i |'s attaifheavingcaei
bach (fAiBer uf s ocrhileunstsioe)r.t e rT hhet

this and attain Hauptschulabschluss, for example ¢
Pupils widult ai s pen@il alneedso Afsonderp2d- )
agogischem F°rder be da rFiokelschyieBupils wih gpgcakngeds intheir psyy
taught ageneral education schoolsr(eify chological and/or physical development and mobili
bildende Schulen) (for example primary schools 'eceive help here. The datmeers years 1 to 12.
(Grundschulen), comprehensive schools (integri€rté P i | s R who are supporte
Gesamtschulen) or grammar s¢Byoimasien)). 0P ment o (gei stige -Ent wi
This is called dincl udeawngcerfieateyvpichieflegtyther Igvel ofdepry
chulungo). However, tHW@gdeewelpmentso be taught

children, who all have special needs, at a special ) ) )
school (Férderschule). There is also one private Forderschule in Offenbac

These Férderschulen have different specialist arf@SwalevorNeliBreuningSchule It helps pupils
support aream Offenbach there are three state Who were ill for a long time or who have problems

Forderschulen: ting into their class community. Young people can
prepare themselves there fortheasb | e d f e :
Erich KastneBchule Its focal point is speech therHaupt schul abschl usso, f

apy. That means pupils from year 1 to 6 are sup<ation centre (Volkshochschule), or take their Real

ported in their speech development. As soon as #§8ulabschluss or Abitur. The Geovaeh

therapy has been completed, they return to their@iguningchule is Borderschule, whishmain-
school. tained by the Catholic Church.
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Integrierte Gesamtschulen

EdithSteinSchule ErnstReutefSchule Ge-
schwiser-ScholtSchuleIGS Mathildenschule
mit GrundschuleschillerschuleindiGSLinden-

In Year 5 and 6 the children are taught together in
their class. From Year 7 the major subjects (Mathe
matics, Germdirst foreign language) as well as
Chemistry, Physics and Biology are taught in
fiflcourseso. That means t
ier or more difficult courses (basic or advanced
course/Grundder Erweiterungskurs) according to
their abilities. The segrrepresent the different re-
quirements of the various Bildungsgénge. In Year
parents can take part in determining if their child is
assigned to an easier or more difficult course. Son
subjects, for example Sport or Art, continue to be
taught in thes@ class group as in Year 5 and 6.
From Year 7 children can also choose between
some subjects. They can learn a second foreign la
guage for example.

There is usually no repeating of a schadlarear
integrierte Gesamtschdiawvever, one school year
can be repeated at the

The scho#&kaving qualification depends on the
courses the child has attended: if your child has
mostly taken advanced courses, and has good
grades, it has the chance to transfer to sixth form
(gymnasiale Oberfs).

At an integrierte Gesamtschule pupils can
achieve Hauptschulabschluss in Year 9 and
Realschulabschluss in Year 10. With high perfor-

feldare the names of the six integrierte Gesamt-mance it is possible to attain a qualifying Haupt

schulen in Offenbach.

or Realschulabschluss and therefore go on to
the nexthighest quafication. For example, with

At an integrierte Gesamtschule all three courses@fiualifying Realschulabschluss, pupils can
education (Bildungsgange) (Hauptschule, Real- transfer to sixth form (gymnasiale Oberstufe) to
schie und gymnasia|er Bi|dungsgang) are Combtake AbiturThe EditFSteinSchule (integrierte
ned under one rdebwever, the children are not Gesamtschule) has its own gymnasiale Ober-

split up according to Bildungsgéangen:

stufe.






